
THE IB DIPLOMA (PART 1) 

Why choose an IB Diploma path? 

IB students graduating with the IB diploma are able to study at universities all around the world, often with advanced credit.         

Students report that their involvement with the IB has given them the tools needed to succeed at college. Students most comment 

on their preparedness, self-confidence, research skills, and their ability to manage their time. Even more important, they have de-

veloped a sense of the world around them and their responsibility to it.  

How do colleges view the Diploma Program? 

The DP is internationally recognized as representing one of the highest standards in university preparatory education. More than 

1,000 colleges and universities in North America alone have recognized policies on how they weight it in admissions, advanced 

standing, college credit, and scholarships. According to the IBO, 80 percent of students who earn an IB diploma in high 

school graduate from a four-year university within six years, compared with 58 percent of the general college student 

population. The acceptance rate of IB students into Ivy League institutions is between 3% and 13% higher compared 

to the total population acceptance rate. A list of colleges that grant credit, scholarships, and/or advanced standing for IB      

Diplomas and certificates is available at www.ibo.org 

How does the IB DP differ from other university-preparatory programs such as Advanced 

Placement? 

The IB DP is a two-year comprehensive curriculum with a culminating set of externally graded final exams. IB, Advanced         

Placement (AP) and other college-preparatory curriculums are all university preparatory , academically rigorous programs.  

There are important differences, however, in the content and exams. The DP is a cohesive and comprehensive program, not a   

collection of individual courses as is the case with Advanced Placement. The most important distinguishing factor is the core of the 

DP (Theory of Knowledge– TOK, Creativity, activity, service– CAS, and Extended Essay). 

Planning Ahead 

As an International Baccalaureate (IB) student there are distinctive and unique sets of attributes that can be showcased when   

applying for university. Support materials are available through the IB during the application process to guide students in            

emphasizing their unique skills and perspective. 
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