
Glossary 

  

Performance Task 

A collection of questions and activities that are connected to a single theme to measure 

student’s depth of understanding.  New assessments will include performance tasks as 

well as multiple choice, multiple answer and short answer responses. 

Complex Text 

The level of difficulty in reading and understanding a text based on a series of factors: 

the readability of the text, the levels of meaning or purpose in the text, the structure of 

the text, the conventionality and clarity of the language, and the knowledge demands of 

the text. 

Complex Talk 

Practices that engage students in instructional conversations focused on rich 

sentences, passages and entire text; and designed to extend thinking, process 

information, and acquire academic language. 

Complex Tasks 

Tasks that require reading, writing, speaking and listening activities which foster deep 

thinking and comprehension of the content.  The complexity of the tasks can be 

evaluated using the DOK. 

Webb’s Depth of Knowledge 

Identifies levels of thinking needed for the task or assessment given to students.  DOK 

measures understanding at four levels.    

1. Recall       

2. Skill/Concept 

3. Strategic Thinking 

4. Extended Thinking 

Instructional Shifts (ELA) 

Changes in instructional practice necessary to implement Common Core State 

Standards in English Language Arts and Literacy.  Three instructional shifts have been 

identified:  

1. Building knowledge through content-rich nonfiction 

2. Reading, writing, and speaking grounded in evidence from text, both literacy  

and informational 

3. Regular practice with complex text and its academic language. 



 

Instructional Shifts (Math) 

Changes in instructional practice necessary to implement Common Core State 

Standards in Mathematics.  Three instructional shifts have been identified:  

1. Focus strongly where the standards focus 

2. Coherence, think across the grades, and link to major topics 

3. Rigor, in major topics, pursue conceptual understanding, procedural skills and 

fluency, and application. 

Anchor Standards 

K-12 standards that identify college and career readiness skills in reading, writing, 

speaking and listening, and language. 

College- and Career-Readiness Standards 

These standards have been incorporated into the K-12 standards.  They are aligned 

with college and work expectations; include rigorous content and application of 

knowledge through high-order skills; build upon strengths and lessons of current state 

standards; informed by top-performing countries; and evidence and/or research-based. 

Mathematical Practices 

8 practices that should be integrated into every math lesson (K-12) to develop habits of 

mind that are needed to understand mathematics at a high level: 

1. Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them 

2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively 

3. Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others 

4. Model with mathematics 

5. Use appropriate tools strategically 

6. Attend to precision 

7. Look for and make sure of structure 

8. Look for and express regularity in reasoning 

 

 


