
Language Philosophy 

    We believe at Dailey Elementary Charter School, that every teacher is a teacher 

of language.  Language is crucial for learning, thinking, and communicating, social 

interactions and self-expression. At Dailey, we make a commitment to our students 

and parents to provide a learning community that promotes and supports language 

development through inquiry based instruction. 

Language Policy 

Instruction at Dailey Elementary Charter School is done in English. Teachers create 

a print rich engaging environment, teach with proven instructional strategies and set 

high academic expectations for all students. Dailey has a school and classroom 

environment that welcomes the diversity of cultures and perspectives and uses the 

diversity to enhance learning. Students share experiences in language and learn from 

not only their teacher, but also their peers.  

Language at Dailey is taught throughout the curriculum. Students are encouraged to 

engage with and wonder about texts and their meaning. Students are given 

opportunities to collaborate and inquire with other learners. Students at Dailey 

construct meaning by formulating their thoughts and use written, visual and 

multimedia language to ask and answer questions. They relate, retell, persuade, and 

talk about feelings and opinions in a range of formal and informal settings. 

The assessment of our language program is based on oral, written and visual 

communication. A range of appropriate assessment methods such as portfolios, 

conferencing, reading, listening, presenting, the writing process and peer assessments 

are incorporated into the POI unit. 

Dailey provides support to students whose mother-tongue is Spanish through the use 

of SDAIE (Specially Designed Academics Instruction in English) strategies.  

Teachers use strategies such as visual aids, prior knowledge discussions, choral 

reading, graphic organizers and cooperative activities that help strengthen the 

language connection.  

Dailey Elementary Charter School offers language instruction, as a specialty class, in 

Spanish. Our Spanish curriculum is connected to our Units of Inquiry, and includes 

 



the IB attitudes, attributes, skills, concepts and student action.  Spanish classes are 

offered to all Dailey students’ in kindergarten through 5th grade once a week for 45 

minutes.   

Dailey’s librarian incorporates multilingual books and media to meet the needs of all 

students, cultures and languages that are represented at the school. Students are 

introduced to a wide range of fiction and non-fiction texts and have opportunities to 

read for their own interest, pleasure and for information. The school community is 

constantly expanding the resources in the library with books that enhance the 

schools POI and reading collections that are culturally and globally diverse. As a staff 

we decide collaboratively when purchasing resources for student need and 

instruction.  

The teachers and administration facilitate parent involvement through the use of 

parent conferences, newsletters, website, notes, and phone calls home. Parents are 

encouraged to come in the classroom and into the school community as to 

collaborate to achieve shared goals. 

Teachers at Dailey participate in professional development in many ways. They 

participate in official IB trainings, in-service days with administration, and staff 

collaborative planning meetings with the IB coordinator to develop units of inquiry 

in the PYP.  Teachers are also informed of current research and strategies regarding 

language learning. Teachers promote positive self-esteem and encourage the 

attitudes and attributes of the learner profile. 

Dailey Charter staff will review the Language Policy and Philosophy annually at the 

conclusion of the school year. 

 



 


