
Assessment Policy 

 

Dailey Charter School agrees that the fundamental purpose of assessment is to 

collect and analyze data to make decisions about how children are performing and 

growing.  Assessment therefore is viewed as being integral with planning, teaching 

and learning.  Assessment is designed by teachers to incorporate a variety of 

methods and be motivating to students.  Assessments must be high quality and 

designed to be valid and reliable, with a clear purpose and may include peer and 

self-assessments, formal and informal evaluations and observations. Assessments 

involve students, parents, teachers and administrators.    

 

Assessment is central to the PYP’s goal of thoughtfully and effectively guiding 

children through the five essential elements of learning: the understanding of 

concepts, the acquisition of knowledge, the mastery of skills, the development of 

attitudes and the decision to take responsible action.  

Summative assessment is the culmination of the teaching and learning process, and 

demonstrates what the student has learned.   

Formative assessment provides information that is used in order to plan the next 

step in learning. Formative assessments give regular feedback through the learning 

process, foster enthusiasm for learning, helps students recognize the criteria for 

success and assist students in their reflection. 

Students are observed in variety of situations and a wide range of assessment 

strategies. 

Assessment in the classroom includes: 

 Collecting evidence of students’ understanding of concepts 

 Documenting the learning processes  

 Students reflecting on their learning 

 Students assessing work produced by themselves and peers 

 Teacher and student created rubric criteria 

 

 



 Identifying exemplary student work 

 Varied to cater to different types of intelligence 

 Authentic activities based on real, or realistic, problems or situations 

 

Recording – teachers use a range of methods and approaches to gather information 

about students learning. 

 Observations- individual and group discussions 

 Checklists 

 Rubrics 

 Performance –role-play, presentations, problem-solving and response to 

challenges 

Reporting Assessments- 

Reporting assessments at Dailey Charter include communicating what students 

understand, and can do.  In addition to ongoing classroom evaluations, students will 

receive a 6 week progress report and a report card every quarter for Language Arts, 

Math, Social Studies, and Science curriculum including effort in learner profile, 

attitudes, P.E., Spanish, Music, Spanish, and Unit of Inquiry. 

Portfolio- 

Portfolios are a collection of children’s work that is designed to demonstrate 

successes, growth, higher order thinking, creativity and reflection.  Portfolios should 

celebrate student learning through the PYP, showing the development of the whole 

child.  More information and details are available in the Dailey Charter Portfolio 

Policy. 

 

Unit of Inquiry- 

Students are assessed after each Unit of Inquiry on the understanding of the central 

idea, attitudes, attributes, skills, and student action and reported to parents every 

quarter. 



Specialty classes such as Spanish, Physical Education, Music and Art are assessed 

with effort grades and reported to parents every 6 weeks. 

Parent Conferences- 

Dailey Charter has parent conferences for all students the 1st quarter of the school 

year. This is an opportunity to address goals and concerns for the year to come. 

During the year if there is a need for parents and teacher to discuss students’ 

progress a conference can be arranged at earliest convenience.  

Teacher-Student Conferences- 

Teacher –Student conferences are an on-going process that are formal or informal 

and held on a continuous basis throughout the year.  

Student Led Conferences- 

Student led conferences are a formal reporting session where 4th  and 5th grade 

students have a discussion with their parents about their progress- academic and 

social. Student led conferences are designed to give the student ownership of the 

assessment of their learning, so they are more actively involved and committed. Our 

student led conferences are done at the end of the year. 

The Exhibition- 

In 5th grade, students participate in an extended, collaborative inquiry approach – the 

PYP Exhibition.  At Dailey Charter the exhibition takes place towards the end of the 

school year.  

Purpose of the PYP Exhibition- 

 Students will incorporate the concepts, skills, knowledge, attributes and 

attitudes they have acquired    

 Students engage and report on an in-depth, collaborative inquiry 

 Students can demonstrate independence and responsibility for their learning 

 Student have opportunity to explore multiple perspectives of their topics 

 Provides an authentic process of assessing student understanding 

 Demonstrates how students take action as a results of their learning 



 Unites the students, teachers, parents and members of the school community 

in a collaborative experience 

 Promotes a transition of learners from PYP to MYP education 

Standardized Achievement Tests 

 GLAS 1, 2, 3-GLAS is a student assessment program aligned to the CST and 

the adopted curricula in both ELA and Math.  

CST- grades 2-5- Students in grades two through eleven take a STAR test. The 

STAR Program looks at how well schools and students are performing. Students 

take tests in math, reading, writing, science, and history. Teachers and parents can 

use test results to improve student learning.  

5th grade Fitness Test-- The physical fitness test (PFT) for students in California 

schools. The main goal of the test is to help students in starting life-long habits of 

regular physical activity.  Students in grades five, seven, and nine take the fitness test. 

The test has six parts that show a level of fitness that offer a degree of defense against 

diseases that come from inactivity. The test results can be used by students, teachers, 

and parents. 

Standardized Achievement test scores are reported to parents from Dailey Charter 

as soon as results are available to the school. 

Assessment Review 

Dailey Charter staff members will review the assessment agreement annually at the 

end of each school year. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


